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“Atomic Explosion” in the U.S.S.R. 


President Truman’s announcement on September 
23 that an atomic explosion is known to have oc- 
curred within the Soviet Union recently has set off 
considerable re-thinking concerning international 
atomic control. Even though it had been expected 
that sooner or later the Russians would accomplish 
what we did four years ago, the President’s statement 
produced a sober recognition of the fact. Many ex- 
pressed a feeling of gratitude that the public had 
been given the news so promptly and with such 
simple directness, for the aura of secrecy which has 
shrouded so many aspects of atomic energy matters 
has created considerable feeling of insecurity among 
citizens. The announcement has done much to clear 
the air. 


U.N. Atomic Control Plan 


Nearly a year has passed since the United Nations 
Assembly accepted the plan of the U.N. Atomic 
Energy Commission by a vote of 40 to 6, with only 
Russia and her satellites voting against it. Since then 
all attempts to negotiate with the Russians have 
seemed merely to harden existing differences,—differ- 
ences arising out of multiple causes and apparently 
insoluble on this major point. Thus the impasse on 
atomic energy control has become the most dramatic 
symptom of the East-West cleavage. 

It needs to be emphasized that the United States 
is not quibbling over details. In the first place, the 
Russians have insisted that a convention outlawing 
atomic weapons and providing for the destruction 
of existing weapons must precede any control agree- 
ment. Remembering the experience of the Briand- 
Kellogg Pact “outlawing” war, the United States has 
been unwilling to begin from such a basis. 

In the second place, within the U.N. Atomic 
Energy Commission the following points of differ- 
ence remain entirely unresolved: 

(1) The majority wish to set up a strong inter- 
national control agency which would own, operate 
and manage atomic energy plants making dangerous 
atomic fuel, while the Russians want nations to con- 
tinue to own, operate and manage their own atomic 
energy plants. 


(2) The majority believe that the international 
agency must have authority to conduct complete in- 
spection within national boundaries, while the 
Russians would give only limited inspection authority 
over national plants. 

(3) The majority would have measures of enforce- 
ment and punishment applied without veto rights, 
while the Russians would have the international 
agency only recommend action to the respective na- 
tions and to the Security Council where the veto 
right would continue to apply. 

No well-informed person can fail to understand 
the discouragement of our representatives when three 
years of talking have failed to produce any change of 
position on the part of the Russians on these vital 
principles. Yet, citizens who realize this fully still 
make it clear that they expect our government to 
stand in constant readiness to reopen negotiations 
and to put in fresh teams of hopeful negotiators 
whenever our representatives reach the limits of for- 
bearance. 


The Importance of the United Nations 


As we move through these critical times it becomes 
ever clearer how fortunate we are to have the United 
Nations to keep “the breach within manageable 
bounds, within bridging distance.” Russia has 
shown, as in the case of the Berlin Airlift last year, 
that she is not prepared to completely defy the power 
of the U.N. Assembly. Once again, the Assembly is 
in session and once again the disinterested smaller 
powers are asserting their vital concern with the 
impasse. 

The Big Five and Canada, original sponsors of in- 
ternational control of atomic energy, are currently 
meeting in closed sessions where franker speaking is 
possible and the usual propaganda unnecessary. The 
Assembly has called for a report of their talks during 
its current session. 


Cooperation With Friendly Nations 


While the atomic impasse on the world front has 
continued, the problem of how far the United States 
should go in sharing atomic experience with friendly 
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nations has grown more insistent. Our talks with 
the British and Canadians, now going on, are part 
of a long scheduled series rising out of our wartime 
cooperation which helped to make possible the 
atomic bomb in the first place. 

The question is far from one-sided giving on the 
part of the United States. It is acknowledged, for 
example, that the nuclear reactor of the most ad- 
vanced design and performance today is in Canada. 
The desirability and obligation of sharing our ex- 
perience with all our associates in the North Atlantic 
Pact is also commanding serious thought. Such 
cooperative possibilities, however, could not be en- 
tered into without first amending the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1946. 

The pace and proportions of the atomic arms race 
are now starkly clear. The Russians have produced 
an atomic explosion somewhat ahead of most ex- 
pectations. Our U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
plans to ask Congress for authority to make large 
new contracts. Only the overwhelming force of 
world opinion can temper or bring under control the 
most awful armament race in human history. 


North Atlantic Pact Organization 


On September 17 the Foreign Ministers of the 12 
signators of the North Atlantic Pact met in Washing- 
ton for the first session of the Council to agree on 
machinery necessary to carry out treaty commit- 
ments. A Defense Committee was set up, and a 
Military Committee, with a permanent “Standing 
Group,” and five regional planning groups were 
suggested. 

The Council, the principal body, consists of the 
Foreign Ministers of the member nations or of their 
official representatives. To enable the Council to act 
promptly, their Washington diplomatic representa- 
tives may act for their governments. The Council 
will meet annually in the United States and more 
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frequently upon the vote of a majority of its mem- 
bers. Extraordinary sessions may be called at the 
request of any member of the Council to consider 
an armed attack or a threat to the political independ- 
ence of his government. 

The Defense Committee, directly responsible to the 
Council, consists of the 12 national Defense Ministers. 
It will recommend to the Council unified defense 
plans for the North Atlantic area. There will be at 
least one meeting each year. 

The Military Committee, subordinate to the De- 
fense Committee, would be composed of the Chiefs 
of Staff of each of the 12 nations or their representa- 
tives. It would advise the Defense Committee on 
military matters and provide policy guidance of a 
military nature to its subcommittee, the “Standing 
Group.” 

The “Standing Group,’ composed of representa- 
tives of the U.S., France, and the United Kingdom, 
would in turn coordinate defense plans originating in 
the five regional planning groups and act on matters 
which the Military Committee authorizes. Nations 
not members would appoint liaison representatives. 

The Five Regional Planning Groups, based on 
geographical area, would be at the base of the or- 
ganization structure. They would consult on the 
defense plans for their areas and make recommenda- 
tions to the Standing Group. 


* CURRENT LEGISLATION x 


Displaced Persons (H. R. 4567*): This legislation is still 
on the “must” list for action by the Senate before the end 
of the present session. Debate on S. Res. 160*, to bring 
H. R. 4567* out of Committee and to the floor, may follow 
the farm bill. 


Federal Aid to Education (S. 246*): Efforts are being 
made to obtain another meeting of the House Education 
a Labor Committee for consideration of federal aid legis- 
ation. 


* Indicates League support. 
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